Prayer List

Pray for all those with ongoing health
ailments.

e Renee Cumberland (cancer)

e Ora Barrett

e Connie Montgomery

e Emily Linton

L]

Communion
Preparation

2025 preparation list is in foyer

Birthday / Anniversary

Camden Cooper - 1st

Rain Murphy - 5th

Dwight Callens - 9th

Bostyn Rowell - 10th

Beverly Isaacs - 14th

Aubri Cooper - 15th

John Isaacs - 18th

John & Crvstalvn Tidwell - 25th

Men to Serve
Announcements - Larry Montgomery

Scripture Reading - Matthew 5:43 -
48

Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell

Head of Lord’s Table - Shay Cooper
Assist on Lord’s Table - Mark Potts
Scripture Reading - Luke 22:14 - 22

Closing Prayer - James Johnson
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LOVE YOUR ENEMIES

AND PRAY FOR THOSE

'WHO PERSECUTE YOU. |

Pq MATTHEW 5:43-44

09 /21 /2025

WELCOME

We are a body of believers whose soul
intention is to glorify and serve the
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of
His church. Our desire is to reflect
that of our God--that all be saved.
Anyone who is willing to humble
himself before the mighty hand of
God can be saved.

SUNDAY
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study //
9:30 am Singing Night //
Worship Service // 7:00 pm
10:30 am

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4217 Highway 39 N // Meridian, MS 39301

PHONE: (601)483-2726 WEB: www.nscocmeridian.com

Join us via live stream for our worship service!
Like our Facebook page!



SERMON NOTES

“It is better to be thought a
fool...”
By Jeremy Paschall
As Terry Mikel was speeding toward
Tucson, he passed a car — an unmarked
Arizona Highway Patrol car. The officer
pulled Terry over. When Terry explained
that he was late for a class he was teaching
at the University of Arizona, the officer took
pity on him and let him off with a warning.
Before he went back to his car he said,
“Slow down and drive safe.”
Terry felt obligated to correct him. “Excuse
me, Sir, but it should be, ‘Slow down and
drive safely.’ You said, ‘Drive safe.”
The officer walked back to his car and wrote
Terry a $72 speeding ticket.
We just can’t do it, can we? We just can’t
seem to keep our mouths shut! When we
stop and look back, we know we shouldn’t
have said a word, but at the time we felt so
compelled to speak. Maybe you didn’t get a
ticket as a result, but you've said something
just as foolish with negative consequences,
haven’t you? So have we all.
James was certainly right when he wrote,
“..If anyone does not stumble in what he
says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle
the whole body as well . . . For every species
of beasts and birds, of reptiles and
creatures of the sea, is tamed and has been
tamed by the human race. But no man can
tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full
of deadly poison.” (3.2, 7-8) The tongue
lives in its own cage, but far too often we
fail to keep the cage door shut!
This is so often what happens when we are
faced with a question about God’s will in
spiritual or religious matters. Instead of
waiting to learn what His will truly is, we
become presumptuous and speak when we
are not yet sure what He has spoken on the
matter. Consider the following:
Pharaoh had released the children of Israel
from their slavery in Egypt after God had
persuaded him to do so by a series of
plagues upon the Egyptian land and people.
No sooner had the Israelites left Egypt than
Pharaoh changed his mind and began to
pursue them. He found them encamped by
the Red Sea and was rapidly approaching to
overtake them.
“As Pharaoh drew near, the sons of Israel
looked, and behold, the Egyptians were
marching after them, and they became very
frightened; so the sons of Israel cried out to
the Lord. Then they said to Moses, ‘Is it
because there were no graves in Egypt that
you have taken us away to die in the
wilderness? Why have you dealt with us in
this way, brining us out of Egypt? Is this
not the word that we spoke to you in Egypt,
saying, “Leave us alone that we may serve
the Egyptians”? For it would have been

better for us to serve the Egyptians than to
die in the wilderness.” But Moses said to the
people, ‘Do not fear! Stand by and see the
salvation of the Lord which He will
accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians
whom you have seen today, you will never
see them again forever. The Lord will fight
for you while you keep silent.” (Exodus
14.10-13)
The children of Israel presumed to
understand the will of the Lord when, in
truth, they had no clue. He did not intend
for them to perish on the shores of the sea.
He would tell them in the following verses
to move forward, having parted the Red Sea
that they could cross on dry land. They just
needed to wait and listen for the will of the
Lord!
Sometimes we make the same mistake. Instead
of waiting to learn what God’s will truly is, we
just jump to conclusions. And most often, our
conclusions are wrong. May we learn to wait and
learn what the Lord has to say before we speak.
“He who guards his mouth preserves his life; the
one who opens wide his lips comes to ruin.”
(Proverbs 13.3)
Perhaps you have heard it said this way — “It is
better to be thought a fool than to open your
mouth and remove all doubt.” Wiser words have
seldom been spoken by mortal man.

Look Unto Realms Above

By L.A. Stauffer

A principle that is important to the teaching
process is stated clearly by John Milton Gregory
in his book, The Seven Laws of Teaching.
Gregory says: “Since attention follows interest, it
is folly to attempt to gain attention without first
stimulating interest.” .
Remembering my high school days in study hall,
I must agree wit Greﬁori. I can recall ‘reading
page after page in a book and being unable to
remember a single idea from the book because
my mind was on a basketball game to be played
that night. The book didn’t occupy my attention
because I, at the time, wasn’t interested in IT.
This %ets to the heart of the problem of brethren
who don’t study the word of God publicly or
privately. They simply aren’t interested. They are
more interested in reading “Good
Housekeeging,” “Newsweek,” “Reader’s Diglgst,”
or “True Story” than in reading the Bible. They
are more interested in seeing what’s on TV than
seeing what God has said. They are more
interested in spending time with a hobby than in
spending time with God.

e apostle Paul commended the Bereans for

their nobility in studying the Scriptures daily
(Acts 17:11). He told the Ephesians_ that the
could understand the scriptures if they woul
read. He then exhorted them to be not foolish but
understand God's will (Ephesians 3:4i' 5:17).
It’'s not likely, though, that we’ i “stimulate
brethren to study God’s word until we interest
them in going to heaven. It may be that brethren
in this country have it so good on earth that they
don't think any more about going to heaven than
I did about the book I was supposedly reading in
study hall. That being true, it’'s no wonder the
Bible doesn’t occupy their attention. Brethren,
we've simply got to wake to _the fact that — 70
years and it’s all over here. Then what? Until we
set our hope on Christ and our affection on
thilg)g1s< above (1 John 3:3; Colossians 3:1-4), the
BO describing those things cannot possibly
hold our attention.



